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Strength and Loecation of the German Air Force

in South Frence

The air force formations employed in South France were assigned to:

1) the 2nd Fliegerdivision (alr division)
commanded by Alr Force General Fink

2) the 10th Air Force Corpe

The 2nd Tlieger divieion with ite units was located in the Rhone
Valley, and was charged with the mission of sttacking ship transports
in the western Mediterranean with its torpedo units, and ensuring coastal
protection with its reconnsisgance units. To this division were sub-
ordinated:

Bomber %Wing 26 with 2 bomb groups of Ju 88's, special equipment for
air torpedo release, both groups with about 45 Ju S28!'s ready for actiom,

1 group of Ju 88's, special equipment as destroyer, used 28 fighter
escort for the torpedo planes. This group had belonged to the former
Destroyer Bomber Wing, end had about 15 or 20 Ju 28's ready for action,
Adnother group assigned to Eomber Hing 26 in the summer of 1944 was in
Germany, being equipped with Ju 188's, likewise to be employed as torpedo

air planes,
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Treining Fighter Group 132, 2 fighter group formed from a pursult
school in South France, designed to conduct protective missions on the
south coasts in a limited extemt. This group had a total of approximately
30 Bf 119's and Fw 190's.resdy for actien.

1 long renge reconnaissance squadron with abont 10 Ju Sﬁls_aﬂd ¥e
140's for ocean reconnaissance in the Yestern lediterranean west of Jor-
giea and Sardinia,

2 close reconnzissance squadroms with approximstely 15 to 20 Bf
1091s and 1 ocean reconnaissance sguadron with about 10 Ar 196's Teady
for action, Tor antisubmarine protection for our oWn comsstal convoys, and
to patrol the waters near ihe coast.

A1l 4n 21l the 2nd Flieger division had about 130 alr planes ready
for action. Main a2ir fields in 2nd Flieger divisions territory were:

Marignane (f Marseilles)
Istres (S¥ Salon)

Avignon
Crange

The X Air Force Corps with its components was situated in Southwest
France and the Biscayan coast, although its bomber unite were slso used
on the Southern coasste of France. Only this part of the Corps will be
mentioned.

Bamber Wing 100, organized from:

1 group with about 15 %o 20 Heinkels, He 177
2 groups with about 30 Dorniers, Do 217

all planes were equipped for radio comtrollad bombs as well as with

1400 kilogram armor piercing bombs to be used againet war ship and the
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500 kilogram bomb used on merchent ships. These groups were slso used
againat ship targets with the radio controlled bombe exclusively.
Fizhter squadron 100 and its groups Were located at the sirport in
Toulsuse.
Other parts of X Air TForee Corps were not employed in South France.
411 in all it can be said that about 150 to 180 planes of .all types

were used in thes southern ceoast.

The IV Air Force Corps

The IV Air Force Field Corps ig a regular infantry corps, formed
in 1942/1943 alonz with the I, II, III Corps as part of the general for-
mation of the Air Force Field Divisions (divisions made up from ground
erews, signal and AA units), to act as the command unit over these divi-
sions. This staff was heterogencus, army and air force offlcers and
persommel.

Az I remember it, befaore the landings IV Air Force Corps commanded
the Montpellier-Perpigny sector, and was included In the course of the
genera], withdrawal movement, and later tock over a Corps sector in the

Viddle Vosges under cormand of nineteenth Army.
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